
 
 

 

 

Date: April    2013. 
 
Members of the Panel:  
Chair: Edward Macaulay 
Vice chair: Tanya Donaldson 
Al Snowden 
Mike James 
Doug Manning 
Mel Jones 
 
Absent: 
John Wrafter 
 
Nature of Application: 
Request for player exemption for Connor Braid  
 
Rule: 11.1.1 
 
Applicant: JBAA 
 
Respondents: None 
 
Facts: 
 
JBAA sought and exemption for Connor Braid, based on the fact that he was unable to 
play the required 4 game minimum. On April 6th 2013 the Club applied for an exemption 
of the Rules. The Club indicated that the player was returning to JBAA and wished to 
play in the play-offs.  The club stated: 

1. The Player had been selected for Canada for the November tour had missed 3 
premier matches due to the tour; 

2. The player did not return to Canada after the Tour. 
3. The player had decided to stay in Europe to travel and play some rugby in Europe. 
4. There was no information as to when the player was returning to Canada; 
5. The player has been associated with JBAA since he was 16. 

 
The Player was registered with the Doncaster Knights and played with the Doncaster side 
on April 20th 2013.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

Decision: 
 
 By a majority decision the Committee declines to grant the exemption Requested. 
 
 
Reasons for Decision: 
 

1. An Exemption is an exception to the Rules; 

2. Granting of an exemption is a discretionary and extraordinary remedy which the 

Adjudicative committee is entitled to make. 

3. In deciding to grant or not grant an exemption the AC must have all of the 

appropriate information to make a decision; 

4. It is incumbent on the clubs seeking an exemption to be full and forthright in their 

application as they have control of all of the information.  

Rule 10.3.1 States: 
 
Appeals of the four game rule may be made to the CC up to 21 days prior to the first 
play-off date. Grounds for appeal may include, but are not limited to, return from injury 
or illness, participation on provincial or national teams and other circumstances 
beyond the control of the player. 
 
Although the player was unable to play 3 of the eligible matches due to the November 
Tour, the player did decide to stay in the United Kingdom and play for the Doncaster 
Knights. This was a choice by this player and within his control. As a result of this 
decision, the player made himself unavailable to play matches for the club in British 
Columbia which would have allowed him to meet the 4 game minimum required under 
the Rules to for playoff eligibility.  
 
 
 
 


